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H 1844. 2

HOUSE BI LL 2211

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dunn, Boldt and M el ke

Read first time 02/19/1999. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to clains arising fromenforcenment of the Col unbi a
river gorge national scenic area act; adding a new section to chapter
43. 97 RCW and maki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.97 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) There is hereby established a fund to be known as the Col unbi a
river gorge national scenic area indemity fund. The indemity fund
shal | consist of |egislative appropriations and any federal or other
grants deposited into the fund.

(2) The state treasurer shall be the custodian of the indemity
fund. D sbursenents shall be on authorization of the attorney general
or the attorney general’s designee. The fund is subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not
requi red for disbursenents fromthis fund.

(3) The indemity fund shall be used exclusively for purposes of
payi ng clainms submtted by counties subject to the Col unbia river gorge
conpact and payi ng necessary expenses of adm nistering the indemity
fund. Cdains may be submtted for any suns paid as damages to
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plaintiffs in suits arising out of enforcenent of the Colunbia river
gorge national scenic area act or the Colunbia river gorge conpact and
for costs for defense of such suits. A claimshall not be paid when
the attorney general determnes that liability of the claimnt county
was caused by gross negligence by an officer or enployee of the county
or by actions not authorized under state law or the Colunbia river
gorge national scenic area act or the Colunbia river gorge conpact.

(4) The attorney general may investigate each claimand determ ne
whet her the claimis valid. The attorney general shall notify each
claimant of the attorney general’s determ nation as to the validity and
anount of each claimant’s claim A claimant may request a hearing on
the attorney general’s determnation within twenty days of receipt of
witten notification and a hearing shall be held by the attorney
general pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW Upon determ ni ng the anount and
validity of the claim the attorney general shall pay the claim from
the indemity fund.

(5) The requirement that the state of Washi ngton pay clai ns under
this section only exists to the extent that the i ndemmity fund contai ns
sufficient noney to pay the clains. 1In the event that the anount in
the indemity fund is insufficient to pay all approved clains, the
clainms shall be paid in the order in which they were filed wth the
attorney general, until such tine as sufficient noneys are available in
the indemity fund to pay all of the clains.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2000, fromthe general fund for deposit in the Col unbia
river gorge national scenic area indemity fund for the purposes of
section 1 of this act.

(2) The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nmuch thereof as may be
necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001,
fromthe general fund for deposit in the Colunbia river gorge national
scenic area indemity fund for the purposes of section 1 of this act.

~-- END ---
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